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NOU Spring Field Days and Annual Meeting 
Auburn, May 19-21, 2017 
 
By Janis Paseka 
 
The annual meeting of the Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union was held at the 
Senior Center in Auburn on May 19-21, 2017, and was organized by Robin Harding 
and Don and Janis Paseka.  About 70 birders attended on a weekend that began wet 
but finished with more birder-friendly conditions. 
 
Our Friday evening program was a presentation by Kevin Holliday, 
Superintendent of Indian Cave State Park.  He mentioned the park’s features 
including the cave and petroglyphs, St. Deroin cemetery, 22 miles of trails, Missouri 
River overlook and reconstructed town.  He also highlighted the many events held in 
the park during the year, including living history demonstrations and the new 
Christmas Bird Count.  He spoke about the rebuilding efforts after the 2011 Missouri 
River flooding, woodland management including prescribed burns, and attempts to 
eradicate invasive species such as garlic mustard. 
 
Field trips on Saturday were led by Shari Schwartz, Joel Jorgensen, Clem 
Klaphake, Ross Silcock and Justin Rink.  Destinations included Indian Cave State 
Park, Peru Steamboat Trace Trail, Peru Bottoms WMA, Sheridan Cemetery in 
Auburn, Coryell Park, Wirth Brothers Lake, Twin Oaks WMA and Burchard Lake 
WMA.  On Sunday morning, birders returned to favorite sites. 
 
On Saturday evening, Joe Gubanyi, retired Professor of Biology at 
Concordia University in Seward, introduced us to the American Kestrel Partnership, 
a network of citizen and professional scientists working to study kestrel 
demographics and encourage conservation.  The population of American Kestrels is 
dropping.  Breeding Bird Survey data indicate a 47% decline in population across 
North America in the period of 1966 to 2006.  Reasons for the decline in population 
may include climate change, toxins, predation by other birds of prey and competition 
for nest cavities.  Kestrels do not excavate their own cavities, depending instead on 
pre-existing cavities such as old woodpecker holes or man-made nest boxes.  Joe’s 
own involvement started with a Wachiska Audubon workshop in which he learned 
more about kestrel conservation and how to construct nest boxes.  He went on to get 
his Concordia University students to make nest boxes, and he and his students put 
out 46 boxes.  Joe brought 10 boxes to the meeting and encouraged NOU members 
to put the boxes up and participate in the American Kestrel Partnership monitoring 
project.  All the boxes were claimed by the end of the evening.  	
 
At the brief business meeting, the minutes of the last meeting were 
approved and the location of the next meeting was announced: fall 2016 in Ogallala. 
The election of officers for the coming year was held: Joel Jorgensen, President; 
Robin Harding, Vice President; Ruth Stearns, Secretary; Jan Johnson, Treasurer; Bill 
Flack, Director; Anita Breckbill, Librarian; and Janis Paseka, Editor. 
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Total species count for the weekend meeting was 161.  A nest hole being 
used by Pileated Woodpeckers in Indian Cave State Park was a popular attraction.  
Other highlights of the meeting were both Yellow-billed and Black-billed Cuckoos, 
species that are becoming increasingly difficult to find.  Whip-poor-wills and Chuck-
will’s-widow were heard during an evening field trip to Indian Cave led by Shari 
Schwarz.  Six vireo species and 18 warbler species were recorded, and Summer 
Tanagers were seen or heard in 5 counties. 
 


























Canada Goose x x x x x x 
Wood Duck x x x x x x 
Blue-winged Teal   x     x   
Northern Shoveler   x         
Mallard   x x   x   
Canvasback     x       
Lesser Scaup   x         
Ruddy Duck   x         
Northern Bobwhite x x x   x x 
Ring-necked Pheasant     x   x   
Wild Turkey x x x x   x 
Pied-billed Grebe   x         
Eared Grebe           x 
Rock Pigeon   x x   x x 
Eurasian Collared-Dove x x x     x 
Mourning Dove x x x x x x 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo     x x   x 
Black-billed Cuckoo           x 
Common Nighthawk     x     x 
Chuck-will's-widow     x       
Eastern Whip-poor-will     x       
Chimney Swift x x x x x   
Ruby-throated Hummingbird     x   x x 
Sora         x   
American Coot x       x   
Killdeer x x x   x x 
Upland Sandpiper   x     x   
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Stilt Sandpiper x x
Sanderling x
Baird's Sandpiper x x x
Least Sandpiper x x
White-rumped Sandpiper x x x
Pectoral Sandpiper x
Semipalmated Sandpiper x x x
Western Sandpiper x
Spotted Sandpiper x x x x x x
Lesser Yellowlegs x x
Greater Yellowlegs x
Wilson's Phalarope x x x x
Franklin's Gull x x x x
Black Tern x x x x
Forster's Tern x x
Common Loon x
Double-crested Cormorant x x x
Great Blue Heron x x x x x x
Great Egret x
Green Heron x
Turkey Vulture x x x x x x
Osprey x
Mississippi Kite x
Bald Eagle x x x
Sharp-shinned Hawk x
Cooper's Hawk x
Red-tailed Hawk x x x x x x
Eastern Screech-Owl x
Barred Owl x x x
Belted Kingfisher x x x x
Red-headed Woodpecker x x x x x x
Red-bellied Woodpecker x x x x x x
Downy Woodpecker x x x x x x
Hairy Woodpecker x x x x

























Northern Flicker x x x x x x
Pileated Woodpecker x
American Kestrel x x x
Peregrine Falcon x
Olive-sided Flycatcher x
Eastern Wood-Pewee x x x x x
Acadian Flycatcher x x
Alder Flycatcher x x
Willow Flycatcher x x
Least Flycatcher x x x x x x
Eastern Phoebe x x x x x
Great Crested Flycatcher x x x x x x
Western Kingbird x x x
Eastern Kingbird x x x x x x
Loggerhead Shrike x x x x
Bell's Vireo x x
Yellow-throated Vireo x x x x x
Blue-headed Vireo x
Philadelphia Vireo x x x
Warbling Vireo x x x x x x
Red-eyed Vireo x x x x x x
Blue Jay x x x x x x
American Crow x x x x x x
Horned Lark x x
Purple Martin x x x
Tree Swallow x x x x x
Northern Rough-winged Swallow x x x x x
Bank Swallow x x x x x x
Cliff Swallow x x x x x x
Barn Swallow x x x x x x
Black-capped Chickadee x x x x x
Tufted Titmouse x x x x x
White-breasted Nuthatch x x x x x x
House Wren x x x x x x
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Sedge Wren x x
Marsh Wren x
Carolina Wren x x x x x x
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher x x
Ruby-crowned Kinglet x x x
Eastern Bluebird x x x x x x
Veery x
Gray-cheeked Thrush x x
Swainson's Thrush x x x x x x
Wood Thrush x x x
American Robin x x x x x x
Gray Catbird x x x x x x
Brown Thrasher x x x x x x
Northern Mockingbird x x x x x
European Starling x x x x x x
Cedar Waxwing x x x
House Sparrow x x x x x
House Finch x x x
American Goldfinch x x x x x x
Spotted Towhee x
Eastern Towhee x x x x
Chipping Sparrow x x x x x x
Clay-colored Sparrow x
Field Sparrow x x x x x x
Vesper Sparrow x x
Lark Sparrow x x x x x
Grasshopper Sparrow x x x x x
Henslow's Sparrow x
Song Sparrow x x x x x
White-throated Sparrow x x
Bobolink x x x x
Eastern Meadowlark x x x x x x
Western Meadowlark x x x x x
Orchard Oriole x x x x x x
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Baltimore Oriole x x x x x x
Red-winged Blackbird x x x x x x
Brown-headed Cowbird x x x x x x
Common Grackle x x x x x x
Great-tailed Grackle x
Ovenbird x x x
Louisiana Waterthrush x x
Golden-winged Warbler x x
Black-and-white Warbler x
Tennessee Warbler x x x x x
Orange-crowned Warbler x x
Nashville Warbler x x
Mourning Warbler x x
Kentucky Warbler x x
Common Yellowthroat x x x x x x
American Redstart x x x x
Northern Parula x x
Magnolia Warbler x x
Yellow Warbler x x x x x x
Chestnut-sided Warbler x




Wilson's Warbler x x x
Summer Tanager x x x x x
Scarlet Tanager x x
Northern Cardinal x x x x x x
Rose-breasted Grosbeak x x x x x x
Blue Grosbeak x x
Indigo Bunting x x x x x x
Dickcissel x x x x x x
Total Species:    161 63 98 138 67 102 96
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